
All programs are at the Worcester Historical Museum (WHM), 30 Elm Street, unless otherwise indicated.
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Sponsored by 

Proudly supporting their neighbors every step of the way. 

 

at 

Through Saturday, February 11, 10am–4pm
Valentines for Vets! Drop in and create a valentine for a veteran.  
You design it…we’ll deliver it. 

BE OUR  
VALENTINE 
Thursday, February 9, 4pm 

WHM 45th Annual “Be Our Valentine”Award  
Celebration for finalists, families, and teachers.  
Valentine contest entries and finalists on display in the 
Fletcher Auditorium February 10-28.

Tuesday, February 14, 1pm  
Museum Favorites with Curator Shelley Cathcart  
See a select group of artifacts close up and learn more about the  
stories they tell. You may find that a few of these objects have 
themes of love. 

Wednesday, February 15, 7–8pm via ZOOM
VIRTUAL PROGRAM - Chester Heywood  
and a Brave Black Regiment in WWI  
Zoom with Robert Stacy, Salisbury Mansion Site  
Manager, for this informative presentation.  
Registration required. Zoom link is  
available through online events calendar at  
www.worcesterhistory.org.

Thursday, February 16, 1pm
History Bites: Military Hats and Headgear and the Stories 
They Tell – Join Robert Stacy at 30 Elm Street for an in-depth look 
at artifacts from the collection and the stories they tell.

Thursday, February 16, 5:30pm
William Bullard Photographs:  
The Story of the Acquisition and Research  
Photography collector and historian Frank Morrill shares an exciting 
look into the “Worcester Scene” of a century ago in the work of  
William Bullard. Bullard captured images of the city’s Black  
population in the Beaver Brook area, 1897-1917, offering an  
intimate look at this Worcester community. This free program is  
the first in a series in conjunction with our current exhibit  
“Worcester Scene: Reseen,” in the Booth Gallery through April.

FREE FEBRUARY

February 21, 22, 23, 24 
11am–1pm

VACATION  
WEEK 

Hats off to the Alden Family Gallery as it turns 10!
Join Exhibit Coordinator Vanessa Bumpus in the Alden Family 
Gallery as we celebrate all school vacation week with special 
hat-themed crafts and activities.
• FAT Tuesday 2/21 – Stop by to make a Mardi Gras crown to 

kick off the vacation week!
• Wednesday Special 2/22 – Mrs. B’s Diner is our first stop. 

What’s the special today? It’s a classic diner hat and we will 
decorate some. We’ll provide the markers, stickers and more 
and send you off with a list of Worcester diners to visit. 

• Tri-Corn Hat Thursday 2/23 – Mr. Salisbury needs some  
tri-corn hats for his store. Make one then head over to  
Salisbury Mansion to see the location of the original store. 
Learn more about the Salisbury’s home.

• Factory Friday 2/24 – In the factory, it is safety first. So today 
we are adding flare to construction hats. Come in and color, 
decorate your own, and take a look at some industrial history 
in our Fuller Gallery with a special kids themed tour.

Museum Tues-Sat 10-4, 4th Thurs 10–8:30; Library Wed-Sat 10–4, 4th Thurs 10-8:30; Salisbury Mansion Thurs-Sat 1–4 

Friday, February 17, 12pm
History Bites: Worcester’s Famous Foodstuffs
Kevin McDonald, history enthusiast and WHM volunteer, will give 
an overview in our galleries of some of the well-known or national 
foods/brands that have Worcester connections.

Saturday, February 18, 12pm
History Bites: Early Worcester  
Settlements 
WHM Librarian Wendy Essery and Assistant  
Librarian Matthew Lincoln will host a lively  
discussion – What Worcester was like  
before becoming a town.

Wednesday, February 22, 1pm
History Bites: Worcester’s Fascination with Industrial  
Machinery – Retired engineer and WHM collections volunteer 
Charlie Garniewicz will explain how select machinery in the  
Museum’s industrial collection worked and how it impacted  
Worcester’s industrial success.

Wednesday, February 22, 5:30pm
Worcester’s Black History Trail – Join the Worcester Country 
Bar Association CARE Committee for a night of education and  
vibrant discussion on local black history with Thomas Doughton  
and fellow creators for an in-person live experience of the  
Worcester’s Black History Trail. The Trail highlights historical  
sites important to understanding the experience of people of  
color in Worcester from the colonial period through the present.  
Worcester’s Black History Trail is an ongoing collaborative  
undertaking of the City of Worcester, College of the Holy Cross, 
Worcester Branch NAACP, and the Laurel Clayton Project. See 
WHM event calendar for location details.

Thursday, February 23, 5:30pm 
Museum Favorites with  
Curator Shelley Cathcart 
WHM Curator Shelley Cathcart will 
discuss her role as museum curator 
and share some of her favorite objects as you tour the  
galleries. You won’t want to miss this opportunity! 

Friday, February 24, 12pm 
History Bites: Worcester and the U.S. 
Space Program – Join Kevin MacDonald, 
history enthusiast and WHM volunteer, to 
learn how Worcester manufactured products 
to support the U.S. space program. 

Friday, February 24, 1pm
History Bites: Worcester’s Fascination with Industrial  
Machinery – Retired engineer and WHM collections volunteer 
Charlie Garniewicz will explain how select machinery in the  
Museum’s industrial collection worked and how it impacted  
Worcester’s industrial success.

Friday, February 24, 5:30pm 
Reading Worcester during February at TidePool  
Bookshop, 372 Chandler Street –  
What books are you reading this month that are set in Worcester? 
Old or new? Fiction or non-fiction? TidePool Bookshop and WHM 
are responding to the year-long Massachusetts Center for Book’s 
Reading Challenge.  Visit www.massbook.org/readingchallenge 
to register for the challenge. Then, join us at TidePool Bookshop 
to share your hometown favorite Worcester story with Bill Wallace, 
Executive Director of Worcester Historical Museum. 



Saturday, February 25, 11am-12pm
The Spirit of C.C. Lowell -  
Sketching in the Galleries
C.C. Lowell, the country’s oldest art supply store, started right here 
in Worcester. At the start of his business Lowell sold, paints, pencils 
and even gasoline for the newly invented automobile! In the spirit 
of the long running business, we are offering sketching in our  
galleries. What is there to sketch? Perhaps some machinery in our 
Industrial Gallery or the busts of the Cromptons. This program will 
be guided by local artist Grhimm Xavier.  Please arrive with your 
own materials - dry media only. Personal sketchbooks, folding 
stools, and easels are allowed. No ink, paint, markers, charcoal, 
chalk, and pastels, please.

Saturday, February 25, 12pm
History Bites: Early Worcester Settlements – WHM Librarian 
Wendy Essery and Assistant Librarian Matthew Lincoln lead a lively 
discussion – What Worcester was like before becoming a town.

Sunday, February 26, 1pm
Sunday afternoon at the Mansion, 40 Highland Street
Join Robert Stacy, Salisbury Mansion Site Manager, for a tour and 
presentation.

Monday, February 27, 5pm  
Watch for details on WHM event calendar 
Webinar: Worcester’s Redlined History in partnership 
with the Worcester Regional Research Bureau
Presentation of the Bureau’s report “Static Income, Rising Costs” 
followed by keynote remarks about redlining and the Worcester 
map of 1936 from Dr. Robert Nelson of the University of Richmond’s 
Digital Scholarship Lab and Mapping Inequality Project.

Tuesday, February 28, 12–4pm
• Heart of the Commonwealth – Worcester’s Celebration as a 

City – a day early! Worcester has been known as the “Heart of 
the Commonwealth” since the 1820’s.  It  
became official on February 29, 1848. Join us  
to recognize Worcester’s celebration as a CITY. 
Check out the “cake” WHM made for  
Worcester’s Tercentennial parade float.

• February NEW Member Drawing – Join WHM as a NEW  
member in February and you’ll be entered for a chance to WIN  
a gift basket of Worcester goodies.

 

IN THE  
COMMUNITY   

Tuesday, February 14, 3:30pm   
Worcester City Hall, 455 Main Street
Reading Frederick Douglass Together  
A public reading of Douglass’ fourth of July  
address. Sponsored by Mass Humanities with  
support from Worcester Historical Museum  
and other community partners.

February 1 –10, 12–6pm  
Worcester PopUp at the JMAC, 20 Franklin Street
Black Dolls Matter Exhibit and Opening Celebration  
Representation is Resistance: Black Doll Power in 
American History

Worcester Black History Project and the  
National Black Doll Museum present a history of 
Black Dolls.  Experience the world of Black dolls 
expressing joy, preserving culture, and  
promoting pride.   
https://blackdollsmatterexhibit-reception.
eventbrite.com 

FEBRUARY EXHIBITS IN OUR GALLERIES
❤ PAINT & PENCIL: 170 YEARS OF C.C. LOWELL  
In 2022 CC Lowell celebrated its 170th year in business. The 
store has the honor of being the oldest art supply store in the 
country. Founded by John. C. White in 1852, it started selling 
basic paint and art supplies at 8 Front Street. Charles Calvin 
Lowell started there as an employee. Lowell purchased the 
business from White in December of 1889 prior to White’s death. 
He soon changed the name to C.C. Lowell and the name has 
remained since. This exhibit brings the C.C. Lowell archive to 
WHM, sharing some original merchandise from the 170 years of 
a business in the city. On exhibit through April 15.

❤ IN THEIR SHIRTSLEEVES  
A look at Worcester’s role in innovation and industry from the 
city’s beginning to today in the Fuller Industrial Gallery.

❤ STORIES THEY TELL  
The people behind the artifacts in this look at over 400 years of 
Worcester history in the Rice Gallery.

❤ WORCESTER SCENE: RESEEN 
In 1993 a group of photographers came together to photograph 
contemporary Worcester. They captured celebration, schoolyards, 
neighborhoods and a changing city with the click of a camera. 
They showed — prior to the digital age — Worcester’s changing 
face as a new century approached. Now, we are looking back at 
these original photos 30 years later to see how these nine local 
photographers and their cameras captured a city on the cusp 
of change. Photographers included are Stephen DiRado, Peter 
Faulkner, Elizabeth Garamy, Peter Hagberg, Rosemary Lebeau, 
Robert Nash, Mari Seder, Robert Raslavsky and the late David 
Prifti. On exhibit through April 1.

❤ ALDEN FAMILY GALLERY  
Explore and discover Worcester history in a creative, community 
inclusive and imaginatively new way.  The Alden Family Gallery is 
made possible with support from the George I. Alden Trust, the 
Rockwell Foundation, Brenda Booth Clapp, George F. Booth, and 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

30 Elm Street     Worcester, Massachusetts 01609     508.753.8278     www.worcesterhistory.org

Since 1895, BAY STATE SAVINGS BANK has proudly supported the Greater  
Worcester community and beyond. And, they have no plans of slowing down! For over 
125 years, Bay State Savings Bank has made the commitment to be the “community 
bank of choice” by supporting a wide range of local community initiatives and events. 
Thanks to their support, the communities and organizations they serve have become 
better places to live and work.

BECOME A MEMBER OF WHM TODAY  
and immerse yourself in Worcester history all year long!  

OUR CITY. OUR HISTORY. OUR FUTURE.
Members have access to the galleries, research library, exhibitions, programs, and  
events that keep them engaged throughout the year all while supporting a growing  
collection that represents Worcester history. 

Join the WHM family today at www.worcesterhistory.org
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     OF THE COMMONWEALTH
Scavenger Hunt thoughout Worcester  
Look for HEARTS around the city, WHM, and  
Salisbury Mansion (40 Highland Street).  Share what 
you find with us on WHM’s social media platforms -  
Facebook @worcesterhistory, and 
Instagram @worcesterhistoricalmuseum.  
We can’t wait to see what you find!

Tuesday through Saturday - during Museum hours,  
10am-4pm History Detectives at the Museum   
Stop by WHM’s front desk for a family scavenger hunt flyer and 
detective gear.  Explore Worcester stories in our galleries.  We  
will provide the clues; you discover Worcester.  

❤


